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Ambassador's speech at the Award Presentation

Ceremony of the Eastern Study Prize for 1989

Professor Nakamura, Professor Nara

and distinguished guests,

It is my privilege to welcome you all to the
Embassy this afternoon. Today, we have assembled here
to witness and support the Eastern Institute Inc. in
their endeavour to honour scholars for their outstanding
contribution to studies in Buddhism and in the field

of Asian culture.

2. The Eastern Institute was established by Prof.

Hajime Nakamura and other shcolars of oriental philosophy



almost a decade ago. professor Nakamura is a leading
exponent of Buddhist and Indian philosophy in Japan.
Through the Eastern Institute, he has made a significant
contribution in spreading the intellectual and religious

heritage of the East throughout the world.

3. Though there was little direct contact between

India and Japan till early this century, indirect cultural
exchanges have existed for many centuries. The introduction
of Buddhism in the 6th century made Japan aware of the
existence of India. Buddhist monks like Bodhisena

visited Japan in the 8th century. Daruma, the beloved
figure of religion and Zen art in Japan, was an Indian
monk. The study of Sanskrit provided inspiration for

the development of the Kana syllabry in Japan, and Indian
legends found a place in Japanese literature through
Buddhist scriptures. Customs of Indian origin survive
even to this day in Japan. Japanese art forms such

as fresco paintings have close affinity with the wall

paintings in the cave temples of Ajanta in India.

4. In modern times most people are inclined to
worship only material progress. But there are people
like you who think more deeply. We in India also
respect time-honoured values which make our lives

more stable and peaceful, harmonius and joyful.

5. There are many great scholars present here

today, who have delved deeply into Indian philosophy
and have written treatises on different aspects. It

was indeed a very difficult task for the Selection
Committee of the Eastern Study Prize to choose only
six scholars among them for this year's prizes. I

am happy that we have restarted these awards and I
would like to express my hope that this will continue
in future.

6. I offer my congratulations to all the Prize
Winners and also to the Eastern Institute for having

selected them for this prestigious prize.






