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Dr. Sengaku Maeda, President of the Eastern Institute, Dr. Y asuaki Nara, Executive Director of the Eastern Institute, Dr. Makio
Takemura, Professor of Toyo University and the award winner of this evening, Dr. Nobusada Kawasaki, Prof. Emeritus of the University of
Tsukuba, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Good evening to all of you, and a very warm welcome to this Embassy for the 17th award presentation of the Nakamura Hajime
Eastern Study Prize.

We are greatly honoured that we have continually been hosting this annual ceremony at the Indian Embassy. | am happy that even
in this temporary Embassy building, we are able to continue this practice. We have profound respect for Prof. Nakamura's contribution to
better understanding between our two peoples, cultures and nations.

It is my pleasure to offer my warmest congratulations to this year's awarded Dr. Makio Takemura, Professor of Toyo University.
The award to Dr. Takemura is in recognition of his outstanding contribution to the study of Buddhism.

Distinguished members of the Eastern Institute and dear friends.

The age old friendship between Japan and India began with the arrival of Buddhism in the 6th century A.D. and is now some, 14
hundreds years old. The Buddha's message of compassion and universal brotherhood has been a bond between our two countries and peoples
and the regular exchange of ideas and experiences has enriched our civilizations. | can testify to this with my personal experiences in visiting
a large numbers of institutions and templesin Nara and Kyoto. | have been moved by the fact that the ancient bounds which go so far back
in history are wonderfully preserved today and the traditions which bind us together is still observed in this institutions.

We must continue to build further on the foundations of our shared spiritual heritage and impart a new spirit to our relationship in
contemporary times. With the values which both our societies share, harmony and compassion, there is much that India and Japan can
contribute not only to each other's societies but also to peace, tolerance and compassion and in world at large.

I would like to particularly commend the activities and the work of the Eastern Institute for its invaluable contribution to spreading
and maintaining out shared spiritual heritage. | wish the Eastern Institute continued success in its endeavours. | also wish to put on record our
appreciation for the dedicated work being done by the Institute under the valuable guidance of Dr. Maeda.

I would like to share with you some important information regarding a new initiative which was launched by my Prime Minister
about a year ago.

Y ou must all have heard that about fifteen hundred years ago, upto around a thousand years ago, there was a pre- eminent centre of
learning in India, the Nalanda University. The role of the university over the five hundred or more years it existed was central to the roots of
Asian civilization at large. And the outreach of the university covered not just India but most of the Southeast Asia and East Asia.

History records that kings and princes and senior figures from as far away as Suvarnabhumi, which is called now Sumatra, travelled
to Nalanda to be educated. The seamless and peaceful assimilation of Buddhist ideas from Nalanda into Southeast Asia and Indochina, and the
existence of these links even today even though some of these territories are majority Muslim, signifies the absolutely outstanding role played
by Nalanda in spreading the Buddha's message of compassion, peace and harmony to the wider region.

So my Prime Minister proposed at the last East Asia Summit that the Nalanda University be rebuild as a civilizational project. The
idea was immediately accepted by EAS leaders. A high level group comprising representatives from India, Singapore, Japan and China and
supported by additional experts, has been constituted.

The first meeting of the Nalanda Mentor Group took place in Singapore two months ago. The next meeting will be taken place in
Tokyo in December this year. We are hoping that the Group, headed by Dr. Prof. Amartya Sen, we bring forward its ideas about curriculum
and the structure of this independent international university very soon. Sometime in the next year, initial steps towards revival of Nalanda
will be finalized.

I hope this information will give further impetus to the work and the efforts of this splendid institution of yours, the Eastern Institute.

| would once again like to offer my warmest congratulations to Dr. Takemura for winning this year's award. | would like to thank all
of you for your presence here with us this afternoon.

Thank you very much




11 20 2 1

URL http//www.indofestival.com




11

20 2 1

2008

HAFREOF5IE

&Ewmn ms%"

T el

MEEA AHERE




20 2 1

11

SXN




20 2 1

11




11

20 2 1

sectionalism




20 2 1

11

i Ji

s

LIEEIN o7
2006




